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COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT, DELIVERY OF SERVICES BY STATES 

1135. Ms QUIRK to the Premier:  
What is the Premier’s response to the threat by the Howard Government’s plan to impose tough new controls on 
how the States deliver services in the community?  

Dr GALLOP replied: 
It appears that the defining characteristic of the Howard Government today is centralism.  It attempts to use the 
financial powers of the Commonwealth to control what happens in the Australian States, which would stifle the 
federal system and the potential it has to create good for the people of Australia.  Time and again, the 
Commonwealth interferes in the proper roles and responsibilities of State Governments.  The specific threat to 
which I refer today was announced in The Australian newspaper yesterday in an article entitled “PM tightens 
reins on states”.  That article referred to work being done within the Commonwealth Government to provide -  

 . . . tough new controls over how the states spend $22 billion in annual commonwealth payments . . .  

This is another power grab by one of the most centralist Governments in Australian history.  Prime Minister John 
Howard has a very blinkered view of the world.  His view is derived from the floor of his Parliament House 
office in Canberra.  I remind the Prime Minister that those of us who have the privilege of governing the States 
have responsibility for the hospitals, schools, and police services, and we are accountable to the people of our 
States for the delivery of those services.  We do not want the one-size-fits-all bureaucratic rationalism of the 
Commonwealth Government telling us how to run the States. 

We think it is very important for all the States to stand firmly on this issue, because there is no doubt that they 
are best placed to deliver the core services in the areas of health, education, police and the like.  We are held 
accountable to the people of our States for the delivery of those services.  We are close to the people in respect of 
all those areas of delivery, which means that we must respond to the concerns of the community.  The 
bureaucrats in Canberra who are in charge of these issues for the Commonwealth Government have no idea what 
it is like to run hospitals or schools.  It is very important to note that every time the Commonwealth Government 
goes down this path, it involves more duplication within the system of government.   

As a result of an Australian National Audit Office report conducted a number of years ago into special purpose 
payments, it was found that the Commonwealth spends $68 million per annum in administering special purpose 
payments.  That means more management from the Commonwealth, which means more duplication and waste.  I 
wonder what the Minister for Health, who had his battle with the Commonwealth over magnetic resonance 
imaging scanners, could have done with $68 million for health services in Western Australia.  The 
Commonwealth Government has shown that it wastes the money it spends.  It is one of the biggest advertisers in 
Australia today; it takes hard-earned taxpayers’ money and spends it on advertisements.  We all know that those 
advertisements are political.  

Mr Johnson:  That is what you will do before the next election.  

Dr GALLOP:  We have reduced the cost of government advertising.  During our first term, as a result of savings 
controls over advertising, travel and consultancies, we have saved $117 million, which is going back into the 
core services of Western Australia.  I hope the Leader of the Opposition will join with us in attacking this move 
by the Prime Minister to get more control over what happens in the States.  I urge the Prime Minister and his 
colleagues to join forces with us in this Parliament; indeed, we will be giving the Leader of the Opposition the 
opportunity to ask them, because the Government will be moving a motion in the Parliament this week calling on 
every member of this Parliament to send a message to John Howard that these controls make no sense given the 
nature of our modern economy and society and the need for proper federalism in Western Australia.  The 
Government will give the Opposition the chance to join with it in sending a clear message to Canberra. 

How can a federal Government that does not think that Western Australia’s children need a magnetic resonance 
imaging machine be trusted to take on more control over the delivery of services in Western Australia?  The 
MRI machine is a simple illustration of the degree to which people who make decisions in Canberra have an 
absolutely bureaucratic view of the world and a one-size-fits-all philosophy.  We must send those people the 
message that it is not on; that we want a properly functioning federation.  This Government is accountable for 
the delivery of health, education and police services. 

Mr Birney interjected. 

Dr GALLOP:  If the member for Kalgoorlie wishes to interject, I invite him to interject next time I am on my 
feet, because I have a few little questions I would like to ask him. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Dr GALLOP:  I have in the past described my good friend the member for Kalgoorlie as Charlie Farley, BA, but 
I will promote him.  In view of his recent contributions to parliamentary debate, he would be best known as 
Charlie Farley, LLB. 
 


